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AUSTIN - Today, Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick announced the appointments of Sen. Brian Birdwell, R-
Granbury, Sen. Robert Nichols, R-Jacksonville, Sen. Dawn Buckingham, R-Lakeway, Sen. Bob 
Hall, R-Canton, and Emily Pataki, Cedar Park, to the Sunset Advisory Commission. Sen. Birdwell 
has been appointed chair. Sen. Kirk Watson will continue to serve as the lieutenant governor’s 
appointee. The lieutenant governor issued the following statement upon making the 
appointments:  
 
"An effective and efficient government is the hallmark of conservative leadership. Those 
principles have made Texas strong and I am confident that these appointees will work 
diligently to ensure that Texas state agencies continue to operate with efficiency and 
accountability to best serve the people of Texas." 
 
Emily Pataki is the lieutenant governor’s public member appointed to the commission. She 
currently serves as board president of Pedernales Electric Cooperative, Inc., and is a graduate of 
Yale University. She is also a board member of Atec, Inc., and the Association of Women in 
Energy. 
 
The Sunset Advisory Commission reviews agencies that are scheduled to be abolished by the 
Texas Sunset Act. Their duties include conducting public hearings and issuing a report with 
findings and recommendations to the legislature.   
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